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in the shadows of the romantic kingdom of Ludwig II erects
a towering magic mountain of music far removed from
Mozart's sweet tones and Beethoven's thunder*
To obtain a correct judgment of Billow's fate one must
also attempt a characterisation of those persons who affected
his life, first driving him forward and then pulling him back
when he seemed to have reached his senith. His gift of
letting his sun break through the storm clouds and rain and
mists, often prevented outsiders from divining anything of
all the confusion which his ordering hand had to smooth
out. He was always forced to fight on several fronts at once,
whereas outsiders saw only the Reichstag and the difficulties
with foreign powers.
Eulenburg was cut out to succeed Bismarck as a trainer of
Emperors, or as a watch-dog before the threshold of the
Empire and the Kaiser. He caressed—perhaps in excess of
diplomacy—with velvet paw the Imperator, who was
accustomed to flattery.
Who to-day could unearth the true facts from the heap of
mud, accusations and condemnations under which Biilow
and Eulenburg have sometimes been buried ? The Tiibinger
professor, Johannes Haller, and the latest biographer of the
master of Liebenberg, Muschler, have entered the lists as
Eulenburg's champions. Haller's work is certainly not only
the more original but also the more convincing. But the
manner of both is less one of quiet, persuasive study than the
rhetorical, flaring style of counsel for the defence addressing
the Court and concerned rather with his appeal to the ear
than with the facts of the case. How is one to follow Muschler
when he goes so far as to belaud his hero not only as the most
immaculate of men and the Kaiser's wisest counsellor, but
also as the holder and propagator of the noblest convictions
regarding life and art ?
A man who reached the ambassadorship at the Imperial
Court of Vienna would have been a personality even had he
no other claim to importance. Every line he has written
betrays the man of intellect. He utters startling judgments
both orally and through the written word. He was for years
closer to the Kaiser than Count Waldersee. Almost simul-
taneously Waldersee and Eulenburg spoke from the grave,

